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tough set-aside challenge

»\oluntary scheme
would be industry-led

» Consultation due

measures in England will now
include voluntary measures
alongside a mandatery approach
based on cross-compliance.
Speaking at the NFU confer-
ence on Monday, Mr Benn said
I to theindustry's

out next month e
By Alistair Driver XCl
ARABLE farmers have been

told they can stave off p

concerns about the so-called
cross-compliance  ap-
proach. He made it clear he is
wnllml, to s:mcuon a volumary

d but insisted it

will deliver on these goals. This
would be real partnership - and
we will stand ready to help.”

He said the veluntary option -
which would be based onincreas-
ing uptake of a re-designed and
better Entry Level Stewardship
(ELS) scheme - would not receive
any additional resources.

The results would be moni-
tored and farmers would face
the inual threat of the more

ly onerous Ieg)slanon toretain
the envirenmental benefits of
set-aside if they can show they
can deliver them under a volun-
tary approach.

Defra Secretary Hilary Benn
has confirmed that a forthcom-
ing consultation an post-set-aside

‘won't be a soft option’”.

He stressed the onus will be
on the industry to help design
the scheme and to show him it
can work before he goes down
this route.

“I welcome the idea of a volun-
tary scheme if we can be sure it

burdensome XCl approach - re-
quiring them to manage upto S
per cent of their land for *envi-
ronmental purposes’ under
cross-compliance - if they did
not deliver,

A consultation containing both
options is due out nextmonth and

Mr Benn said he would make his
decision in the summier.

“What will really help in reach-
ing that decision is a streng, sense
on behall of the industry that
you are up for making the volun-
tary approachwork,” he said.

NFU president Peter Kendall
said farmers now had an opportu-
nity to forge their own destiny.
“We need toget together asanin-
dustry with some urgency to sce
how we can deliver this,” he said.

“We also need to make sure we
redesign ELS for 2000 soit retains
the measures that are attractive
to farmiers and have discernable
benefit to farmland birds.”

Until January the XC) optiocn,
favoured by Dcfra's environ-

mental agencies, had been the
only policy under consideration.

But the NFU and Country
Land and Business Association
believe this is deeply flawed as it
could force farmers out of ELS
and would rule out the more ef-
fective management options
due to the level of cross-comphi-
ance auditing required.

Backed by Sir Don Curry, they
have recently gained support
from Farming Minister Janc
Kennedy, in particular, for the
voluntary approach.

MORE ON SET-ASIDE PROPOSALS
See pago 2 for moro on the set-
aside proposals, and pages 2-5
for more on tho NFU conference.
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NEWS HOLSTEIN CELEBRATIONS

Wills family reign supreme as cow
genetics investment pays dividends

An action-packed three days saw Holstein UK celebratiné 100 years of black and white breeding with the National Holstein Show,
All-Britain All-Breeds Calf Show and Centenary Elite Sale. Joanne Pugh reports. Pictures: John Eveson.

LAMB FEEDER

Call for details on the full range of feeders
and the ‘Wydale Calf Feeding System®
No moving parts
Quick and easy 1o clean
Robust construction
Fopular and proven method

Widale Plastics Limited « Cathole Bridge Road » Creakerne
Somerset » TAIS sRF
Tel 01460 73212 « Fax (M460 77348

wwn.aydaleplastio.couk  email info wydaleplastios.co.uk

WITH OR WITHOU'I' YOUR HELP...

Grass will begin to grow in the next few daysfweeks
1t might be green, BUT is it any good ?
Will you:
« Produce high yields 10 fatten beefflambs at low cost?
= Make top quality silage for next winter?

» Improve animal health but use less minerals?
25-5-3720-10- 10 will increase DM yield,
BUT THAT 1S NOT ENOUGH
When you want to grow high yields of
mineral-rich grass - at LOWER ‘COST use
*The Better Grass System’

To provide ALL minerals including: NPK plus Mg, Na,
B, Cu, Zn with cobalt, selenium, iodine etc all in
the correct balance necessary for your stock to produce
the vitamins they need including: B,,, A, E, Celc.
Find out how you can grow Better Grass at
Lower Cost of Production - FREE INFO PACK

Tel: 01366 347247 - Anytime
\ Email - info@independentsoils.co.uk
SE

Soil Fertility Services Limited
Promoting Bio-Logical Farming

IT’S GROWING -

»Champion also wins
best udder in show

THE climax of the 2004 National
Holstein Show saw Anthony Wills
and his two sons reaping the
rewards from some of their recent
investments in cow genetics.

The family walked away with
overall supreme honours and ho-
nourable mention with cows that
joined Willsbro Holsteins when
they bought Mark Nutsfurd's
Riverdane herd.

The top cow, Bassingthorpe
Leader Dilys 10, was bred by
Annc Harrison of Grantham,
Lincolnshire, and has brought
good luck to the Wills family
since moving to Wadebridge,
Cornwall.

She won the Royal Cornwall
Show dairy inter-breed title last
summer, the first in a string of
show suceesses for Willshro.

On entering the ring at
the National Holstein Show,
she received compliment after
compliment from judge
Brian Carscadden, who trav:
elled from Ontario, Canada, to

Thu supmmo chsmplon. Bass!nm’mrpo I.oadaf mlvs 10 from
Wiils Brothors, Wadobridge, Cornwall.

select the 2009 champions.

Alsoawarding her ‘bestudder
in show’, he particularly ad-
mired hcr teat size, shape and
placement. More penerally, he
described her as ‘dairy from one
end ta the other' with *overall
balance and  correctness
throughout’,

“She may not be the biggest
caw 1 the show, she may not be
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Jn.mlor cow]udm mlws pm at tho Notlonal Hobmln Show

the strangest cow in the show, but
inmyepinionshe’s thebestcow in
the show,” he said.

The eight-year-old cow, a
Comestar Leader daugher cut ol
Bassingthorpe Raider Dilys 9,
calved for the fifth ume in Decem-
ber. Before that, she hiad given
65,199 litres, 14,863 litres in her
fourth lactation.

Stopping the Willsbro herd

making a clean sweep in the final
was Ed Seaten of Seaton Farms,
Market Drayton, Shropshire, with
Stychie Lyster Sally.

His four-and-a-half-year-old
third calver was also given the
prize for best exhibitor-bred
animal.

The Teet Lyster daughter, out
ofahome-bred cow, last calved in
November having given 12,500
litres in her second lactation

Previous show successes in-
clude honourable mention Hol
stein at the 2005 All-Breed All-
Bntain Calf Show and inter-bread
heifer ai thee 2007 Royal Welsh

Honourable mention

Hot on Sally's tail throughout the
competition was Riverdane Out-
side Hazel, taking second place to
her in the intermediate cow class
and honovrable mention in the
averall final.

Mr Carscadden saidit was very
close” between the two, but Sally
won for her *breathtaking’ frame
and ‘comfortable’ way she moved
and stood.

Riverdane Chuiside Hazel was
bred by Mr Nutsford and won the
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Latest 10-day Met Office weather forecasts

Farecasts available 24 hours a day by telephone, fax, motsle and internet.
The forecasts offer local weather lor days 1-$ followed by a Nationat summary for days 6-10 and the month ahead.

Oy Velephone: 09068 S0$ + arca numbu Oy Fax; 09065 200 + 3rea number. Online: htip:, Ilshop weathercail.co.uk/web/

oweathercall e







